Liturgy Preparation

F8m 28TH SUNDAY
£¥24 [N ORDINARY TIME

@ RESPONSE: Psalm 23

You are my shepherd;
you are my friend.

I want to follow

yvou always,

just to fellow my friend.

@ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

“Everything is ready;
come to the feast.”
Alleluia.

“Come to the feast.”

EVALUATION

We are providing this brief evaluation form for use after you
have celebrated this Sunday’s liturgy with the children.

Notes for future reference:

What went well?

What needs improvement?

LITURGICAL SEASON BACKGROUN]

We continue, during these closing weeks in Ordina
Time, to reflect on how God reigns with justice and com:’
passion..Last week, on the 27th Sunday, we heard the
parable about a vineyard owner who sent his servants -
and then his own son to collect his share of the harvest
from the workers whom he had hired. But the workers
kept the harvest for themselves and killed servants and
the owner’s son.

This Sunday we hear another parable, about the king
who held a wedding feast for his son and when the invit-
ed guests failed to come, he sent his servants to invite
whomever they met, both good and bad people.

Next Sunday we will hear how some of the Jewish
leaders tried to trick Jesus about paying taxes to Caesar,
considered by some people of that time to have been a
god. But Jesus saw through their question and made it
clear that there is only one God.

These readings continue to fill out a picture of how
God relates to us and how we are to relate to God. In
God’s reign, we are to treat one another with justice and
mercy — as God always treats us, So do we participate in
establishing the reign of God here on earth, wherever we
may be.

SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND

The readings today both use the graphic image of cel-
ebrating at a banquet, one of the powerful images of the
reign of God, in which God’s generasity is overflowing,
In both readings we enjoy the sense of God’s desire for
intimacy with us. We are invited us to sit at God’s own
table, to share the food of God’s own goodness. This is no
ordinary meal. God invites us to a feast! Such imagery
readily engages the imagination of children. They know
the closeness that comes with eating together.

In the reading from Isaiah, God prepares a feast on a
mountain. This God wants everyone to enjoy life. This
God destroys evil and the power of death. This is one of
the prophecies reflected in the Resurrection. Tn the para-
ble of the wedding feast from the Gospel of Matthew,
Jesus tells us the banquet God has prepared is ready for
us now. Everyone ig welcome,

LITURGICAL ENVIRONMENT

The environment for Ordinary Time is simple, featur-
ing a candle, a plant or group of plants, and perhaps
some incense. The liturgical color of the season is green. .
Since the readings this week focus on the image of a -
divine banquet, you might want to add some elemen
a banquet celebration: perhaps some fruit, bread, and
other harvest samplings. You might display the SUNE:
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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Scrzpture Poster which, this week, is an illustration of

: ywirig people of different cultures gathered
g feast: The poster could be sent home with
‘gach week to color for the next celebra-
£ od ’s. word, displayed facing the

eal p '1nt of the gathering space.

"OCESSIONAL SONG

ame centering/gathering song for
1o this season. Suggestions:

s Kind and Merciful” (Vol. 1
., #39, Treehaus

ns). Chlldren can smg the refrain with the

: hands over heart.)
ands outward in a gesture

f_er' than as a processional,
and 'gestures suggested in

FIRST READING  Isaiah 25:6-10a

The reader may be either a child or an adult; in
either case, the person should know ahead of time in
order to prepare carefully. This text might be read to

. convey joy and enthusiasm over what God promises to
do.

PSALM RESPONSE

_ The'psalm is not only a response to the first reading;
ather, “résponsorial” is descriptive of the way the psalm
yed _Wlth the children responding to the cantor or

ou mlght use the same psalm through several
: ' estwns

Are My Shepherd” (Walker, SUNDAY
_ectzonary Adapted for Children and
kly Leader’s Guide, Year A, page 120,
itions; Music for Children’s Liturgy
'eehau "Communlcatlons/() C.P

Duplication prohibited

e Year A

* “Psalm 34: O Taste and See” (Vol. 1 Sing God A
Simple Song, #36, Treehaus Communications).

» “Psalm 19: Lord, You Have the Words” (Vol. 2 Sing
God A Simple Song, #39, Treehaus Communications).

» “Pgalm 122: [ Rejoiced” (Vol. 2 Sing God A Simple
Song, #6, Treehaus Communications).

You might follow the gestures suggested in Sing God
A Simple Song.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Suggestions:

» “Everything Is Ready” (Walker, SUNDAY Book of
Readings/Lectionary Adapted for Children and SUNDAY
Weekly Leader’s Guide, Year A, page 121, Treehaus
Communications; Music for Children’s Liturgy of the
Word, Cycle A, Treehaus Communications/O.C.P
Publications).

= “Halle, Halle, Halle” (Caribbean, Vol. I Sing God A
Simple Song, #43, Treehaus Communications).

= “Salesbury Alleluia” (Vol. 2 Sing God A Simple Song,
#41, Treehaus Communications).

You might follow the gestures suggested in Sing God
A Simple Song.

GOSPEL Matthew 22:1-10

Usually the presider reads the Gospel. This text can
be read as one would tell a story, letting the dialog con-
vey the drama of the event. Dramatic emphasis, however,
should call attention to the story and not to the story-
teller.

HOMILY OUTLINE

See the SUNDAY Weekly Leader Guide, Year A, pages
120 and 121, for “Focus of the Readings” and “Reflecting
on the Readings With Children.” When reflecting on the
gceriptures with children we take our cues from the chil-
dren’s responses. In so doing, you might use some of the
questions below to enrich their appreciation of God’s
word.
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Liturgy Preparation * October 9

L WE LISTEN TO GOD SPEAK

O What might the children in the assembly hear God
saying to them in today’s readings?

O How might you engage the children in the biblical
experience with open-ended questions?

Examples for this week’s readings:
Concerning the first reading:

* Why do you suppose lsaiah chose the image of a ban-
quet to say what God would do for the people? What does
the idea of God preparing a banquet for people tell you
about God?

» How would you describe what “God’s holy mountain”
might be like?

* Why do you suppose there will be all kinds of food at
God’s banguet table?

* How do you think Isaiah might have felt telling the
people about these promises that God had made? How do
yolu think the people felt?

Concerning the Gospel:

» What do you think it was like for the king to prepare a
wedding feast for his son and find that the guests he had
invited were not interested in coming? How would you
feel?

* Why do you think the people who had been invited felt
as they did about the king’s feast?

* Why do you think the king responded as he did? What
do you think justified his anger and his punishment of

the people who turned down his invitation? Shouldn’t
they have been free not to come?

* Why do you think the king invited both good and bad
people to the wedding feast? What do you think that was
like, to eat with good and bad people?

* Why do you think Jesus told this story? What do you
think Jesus wants us to know about God from this story?

* Why do you think it was so important for the king that
the people stop their work-a-day lives and to celebrate
his son’s wedding?

O WE REFLECT ON THE REIGN OF GOD

71 How can you invite the children to look out be t.he;“ |
biblical experience at their lives today?

Bl How can you use the hiblical imagery of today’s
readings to explore with children their experience of
(God’s presence in our lives today?

Examples for this week’s readings
Concerning the first reading:

* In what way has God prepared a banquet for you in
your life? How have you felt the hand of God with you,
protecting you?

» What might have been some “mountain” experiences
in your life, when you felt on top of the world?

» In what ways have you seen God protecting people
from hurt, guiding them to a safe and bountiful moun-
tain?

Concerning the Gospel:

» In what ways do people today refuse to accept the
goodness God has to offer them? Who might be some of
these people?

» What do you think keeps people from accepting God’s - :
invitation to be part of God’s life?

* When might we have refused God’s invitation to share
in the abundance of life God offers?

* What is it like for you to have people refuse the good .
you have to offer them or something special you have
prepared for them? What do you do in response?

* Who do you think are some of the good and bad people
God invites to enjoy the feast?

= How do you feel about the way God welcomes both the :
good and bad people you know to share the goodness of
God’s life?

» What is it God wants us to celebrate when we take
time from our work-a-day world?

38
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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time * Year A

DWE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

O HOW mxght you attune yourself to encourage the
own creative responses to God’s word?

the ‘Spirit be moving the children to
'God’s word in pralse and thanksgiving?

CREED

Invite the children to profess their faith by creedal
statements that echo the readings. Reflect on what the
readings say about God as Creator, Jesus as Redeemer,
and the Holy Spirit as the Giver of Life. Express these
statements so that the children can give their assent to
them. This week’s readings, for example, offer these
options:

* God, who prepares a banquet for us; who loves life and
destroys death.

= Jesus, who comes to lead all people to God’s feast
table; who is the center of God’s banquet celebration.

» Holy Spirit, who fills us with the abundance of God’s
festive life.

PRAYERS OF FAITHFUL

The proclamation of the word leads us to change our
lives and express our gratitude in the celebration of the
Eucharist. After the children have offered their prayers
and concerns, you might also offer prayers based on the
seripture texts. See notes for the 23rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time for guidelines on preparing petitions.

In formulating the prayers, you might draw from the
verbs or “action words” and biblical images in this
week’s readings. For example: “give o banquel,” “destroy
all evil,” “wipe away tears,” “God with us,” invite, go
and tell, rejoice, “come to the feast.”

NOTE: Arrange to have the Sunday Seripture Leaflets
given to the children as they are leaving Maoss.
Encourage the children and parents to use these leaflets
through the week to continue reflecting prayerfully on
God’s Word. In addition, emphasize the use of the Light
of the World, Our Family Spiritual Life Journal, pages
122 and 123, (Trechaus Communications, Inc.) as a way
of assisting the family’s deeper reflection on God’s word
at home.
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Liturgy of the Word

CENTERING / PROCESSIONAL SONG

» “Sing to the Mountain” (Vol. 2 Sing God A Simple
Song, #29, Treehaus Communications).

Substitutions/Additional Notes:

OPENING PRAYER

Presider: O God, your generosity is without
bounds. You prepare a banquet for us beyond
our fondest dreams. You love life and want us
to enjoy it with you. Guide us in the way you
want us to celebrate with you. We pray in the
name of Jesus.

All: Amen.
Substitutions/Additional Notes:

FIRST READING Isaiah 25:6-10a
Today’s Reader:

Presider: Isaiah tells us about a wonderful
surprise God has in store for us.
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PSALM RESPONSE

Presider or Leader of Song: We sing' with joy to
the God of surprises, the God who invites us
all to a grand feast.

Substitutions/Additional Notes:

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

» “Kverything Is Ready” (Walker, SUNDAY Book of s
Readings/Lectionary Adapted for Children and SUNDAY
Weekly Leader Guide, Year A, page 121, Treehaus
Communications; Music for Children’s Liturgy of the
Word, Cycle A, Treehaus Communications/O.C.P
Publications).

Substitutions/Additional Notes:

GOSPEL Matthew 22:1-10
Today’s Reader:

Preliminary Comments: Jesus tells another sur-
prising story about what a king does when
the invited guests do not come to his son’s
wedding feast.




28th Sunday in Ordinary Time ¢ Year A

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

God loves life. God wants life to be as | Presider: Our God loves 2ll people, whether
‘want life to end in death; so God good or bad. So do we offer our prayers to
stroy death that we might live in joy on God with grateful hearts. (After the children
: ta_m God sends Jesus to let everyone have offered their prayers, you might also add

T God offers if A OUL- prayers based on today’s scripture texts. For
_Eff}lf@ God offers if we wrap example: )

/és, OUr OWn CONCErns, our own

't"éffcjrd to refuse the life God + May ail nations share with each other the

ife. Our God is generous abundance of God’s banquet table; we pray.
i All: Generous God, hear our prayer.

+ May our churches, as servants at God’s
wedding feast, invite all people, good and
bad, to the banguet God has prepared; we
pray.

All: Generous God, hear our prayer.

+ May we generously share with one another,
in our homes and neighborhoods, the abun-
dance of God’s love and care; we pray.

All: Generous God, hear our prayer.
Substitutions{Additional Notes:

CLOSING PRAYER

Presider: O God, we are glad and we rejoice
that you have invited us to your banquet. Be
with us now as we gather at your Table. We
come to you at your invitation, to share in

in the one

oves life and

Yes, w bél_iéve in God, who | Son, our Lord Jesus, who lives with us now
o and forever,

; ___'cmne to invite | A/l: Amen.

to God’s banquet

Substitutions/Additional Notes:

we believe in Jesus,

in the I-Ioly'Splrlt who fills
an 'God’s life.

r: Yes We believe in the Holy | NOTE: Arrange to have the Sunday Scripture Leaflets
given to the children as they are leaving Mass.
Encourage the children and parents to use these leaflets
and the Light of the World, Our Family Spiritual Life
Journal throughout the week.
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TWENTY-EIGHTH
SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

YEAR A

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

God our King,

you call us to share your life
and be happy with you forever.
Do not let us be deaf

{o your voice

by our selfishness;

guide us along the path of love,
so that one day we will

be worthy to be with you

at heaven’s great family meal,
and with Jesus, your Son,
who lives with you,

forever and ever.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:

Both of our readings focus on the
great banquet as the symbolic image
of the reign of God.

Isaiah speaks of a time when we
will sit at the table and enjoy the
richness of God’s gifts. There will be
no more suffering, no violence, no
evil, no tears. All will be joy, and it
will last forever.

Matthew takes up this symbol in
the parables of today’s Gospel but
applies it to the reign of God now.
The focus of this parable is not the
future but the invitation to share in
the wedding feast now. The reign is
here but not seen or accepted by all
who have been invited. We are called
by this parable to be ready, not only
for the heavenly banquet, but for the
bangquet now—the reign of God
among us with the eucharistic
banquet as our celebration of that
reality present and to come. Daily
we choose to accept the invitation or
to be too busy about other affairs.
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-10a
This is a reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah said to the people,

““God is going to give a big banquet,
a feast with all kinds of good food.
This feast will be celebrated here
on God’s holy mountain.
And God will destroy all evil
that has hurt people of every nation.
God will destroy the power of death
and wipe away the tears from everyone’s eyes.
God will forgive everyone who has sinned.
This will happen | |
because our God said it would.

“And when it happens, people will say,

“This is the God we have been waiting for, -
the God who will save us.
So let us be glad and rejoice in salvation.

“Yes, the hand of God is here
and will stay on this holy mountain.
God will be with us forever!”

The Word of the Lord.

RESPONSE: Psalm 23

A | RESPONSE:
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1. 1 have all | need. You are my shep-herd, your hand is with
2. When path-ways are dark, you are there guid - ing me, keep-ing me:.:
3. You give me to eat. You make me wel-come, you fill me with’

4. Yourgood-ness | know. Your love will be with me all of m



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

(finger snap)
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" GOSPEL: Matthew 22: 1-10
This is a reading from the Gospel of Matthew.

One day, Jesus told this story
to the chief priests and leaders.

“Once there was a king
- who gave a big feast for his son’s wedding.
But when the servants
went to get all the people who were invited,
they wouldn’t come.
So the king said to the servants,
‘Go and tell them that the feast is ready,
- -and I have prepared a wonderful dinner for them.
- 'Everything is ready; come to the feast.’

“But the people who were invited didn’t care.
They stayed home
and took care of their farms and businesses.
Some of them hurt and even killed servants
who came to tell them it was time to come.
The king was angry, and he sent his soldiers
to punish those people.
Then he said to some other servants,

‘The wedding is ready,

but the people we invited
weren’t good enough to come.
Go now into the towns

and invite anyone you see.’

“So the servants went out
and invited everyone, good people and bad people.
And soon the wedding hall was filled with people.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

After the Gospel, invite the
children to imagine themselves as
one who prepares a big party for a
special celebration—a special
birthday, maybe.

e What food would you prepare?

¢ What decorations would you
make?

¢ What games would you have
ready?

e Who would you invite?

¢ Would you enjoy getting your
party ready?
Now, suppose on the day of the
party, when everything is ready, none
of your friends come!

¢ How would you feel?
e Are those really your friends?

Help the children see the parallels
in today’s Gospel. Explain to them
that this is a story about Jesus
inviting people to live with him and
celebrate with him. Some people
didn’t want to be with Jesus, so he
invited other people, especially
sinners. They are the ones who were
happy to come.

Even now Jesus invites us to be
with him, to live as sisters and
brothers and to share in his banquet
at mass. Some people don’t want to
do that. Do we?

When we go to awedding ora
special party, we wear special clothes,
we take a gift, we say special things to
the bride and groom or the person
who is celebrating a birthday. We do
special things; we get ready for the
special occasion. How can we show
Jesus we are happy he invited us to
be with him?

You may wish to add: “Every
Sunday, just before communion, the
priest says, ‘Happy are we who are
invited to this banquet.’ In our
hearts we can say, ‘Yes, Lord, I am .
happy. Thank you for inviting me.””
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