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A sh Wednesday is this Wednesday, February 22nd. Those who come to begin Lent by coming 
to Mass and receiving ashes will be reminded to ‘Repent and Believe in the Gospel.’ The 

schedule for Ash Wednesday can be found on page 8 of our bulletin. 
  
The season of Lent is special to the extent that we make it so; to the extent that it celebrates our life 
in Christ; to the extent that it announces our uniqueness as people who belong to God; to the extent 
that we invest it with meaning. Lent is special to the extent that it invites us to grow in grace and 
holiness. 
  
For most of us, there is no need to make a violent break from some enormous sin. Most of us don’t 
have to rend our garments or even our hearts as the prophet Joel mentions in the first reading on Ash 
Wednesday. We don’t need to make more of our faults than God does. But all of us do need to recall 
that there are indeed special seasons of grace, appropriate times to do things. If we treat all days the 
same and think that we can attend to our relationship with God anytime, then we tend to drift. 
  
When we are broken we tend to exile ourselves or withdraw from people just when we need them 
most. Sometimes we feel powerless to help ourselves, too broken to realize our need for healing. It is 
then that God sends us grace in the form of friends whose care leads us to help and to wholeness. In 
our sin, we may hold God and others at arm’s length. Even then, God’s grace can penetrate and offer 
us forgiveness and a new beginning. 
  
Our parish focus this Lent is on Forgiveness and the healing and new life that it can bring. Probably 
all of us have known the happiness of being reconciled with a friend or family member after some 
hurt has come between us. True forgiveness—forgiveness without grudges, without ever bringing up 
the incident again—is a healing experience that breathes new life into a relationship. This quality of 
forgiveness is invigorating and noble because it reflects the quality of the forgiveness of God.   
  
Forgiveness and letting go of a grudge is the theme of our Parish Mission on March 11th through the 
14th. We encourage you to make this powerful and inspiring Mission a priority on your schedule. 
More on the Mission follows on the next page. 
  
Standing on the brink of Lent, we invite you to experience the joy and healing experience that true 
forgiveness can breathe into your life. It is good for us to remember God’s willingness to heal, mend 
and reconcile all who have grown away from him. We too can surrender to hurt, guilt, and sad 
memories as we forgive one another.  
  
Walk with us this Lent. On the pages that follow we have highlighted many opportunities that invite us 
to forgive and be forgiven, to be filled with holiness, joy and healing, to find new life. 
  
 Rev. David Dowdle  Janet Caschetta  Katie Hayes  
 Rev. Darrio Boscutti  Jim Clauer   Jessica Koch 
 Rev. Filbert Ngwila  Marianne Firlit   MJ Martin 
 Bill Bright   Kathleen Gorman 
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Letting Go of a Grudge Parish Mission  
led by Fr. Frank Desiderio, CSP  
Using themes from The Big Question: A Film About 
Forgiveness, executive producer, Fr. Frank Desiderio, 
CSP takes people through the five steps of L-E-T G-O, 
to show how to let go of hurt and resentment, and 
gain the freedom of forgiveness. Fr. Frank is the 
former president of Paulist Productions and popular 
preacher of parish missions and retreats.  

When it comes to forgiving a person who has wronged 
you, so many people say, “just let go,” but rarely do they 
tell you how.  The Letting Go of a Grudge Parish Mission 
gives participants the basic tools and steps to find healing 
through forgiveness.  This mission will benefit people who 
need to let go of old hurts and raging resentments, which 
will subsequently allow them to move forward in their life.   
 
Fr. Frank’s homily at all weekend Masses on the weekend 
of March 10-11 will focus on what forgiveness is and is not 
and why we don’t forgive: Anger, Justice and Revenge. 
On Monday evening, March 12 the award winning 
documentary, The Big Question, will be shown. This film 
tells stories of people who have overcome great hurts and 
become greater human beings. The film examines the 
scientific evidence of why forgiveness is good for you and 
talks with some of the greatest spiritual teachers of our 
time. Fr. Desiderio will use the film as a basis for Tuesday 
and Wednesday evenings, March 13 and 14, when he will 
lead parishioners through the five steps of letting go of 
hurt, anger, resentment and revenge and will present 
ways for them to become more forgiving in their own lives, 
community, nation and world. A Forgiveness Ritual will 
help parishioners have a transformational experience.  
 
All evening sessions on March 12-14 will be in church at 
7:00 p.m. 



 

SJC Women’s Club 
Retreat  
 
February 24-25  
Hilton DoubleTree Hotel 
Downers Grove 
 
All women seeking friendship with 
God and a night away to recharge 
and be inspired are welcome. Dr. 
Mary Amore will explore what 
Jesus taught about friendship so 
that you can cultivate a closer 
friendship with him that will change 
your life. Through discussion, you 
will also learn to be a better friend 
and meet new friends too! A yoga 
class will be available. Register 
online or in the Parish Center. 
  

Programs at The Well… 
 
St. John of the Cross and St. Francis Xavier have a 
partnership with The Well in LaGrange to co-
sponsor spiritual programs that will inspire and 
enable us to draw closer to God. Our parishioners 
may attend the following programs free of charge. 
The Well is located at 1515 W. Ogden Avenue in 
LaGrange Park near Nazareth High School.   Call 
the Parish Center to register.  
 
Jack Shea                         
Lenten Afternoon: Remembering 
What Really Matters 
February 26 1:00 p.m - 4:00 p.m.  
Lent is a time of returning to essentials and focusing 
on what really matters. This entails both purgation 
and illumination. On the purgative side, we have to 
let go of accidentals, reduce the clutter, simplify, 
weed the garden. On the illuminative side, we have 
to ponder the insights that come from spiritual 
wisdom and integrate them into our lives. Using 
Gospel passages as a guide, we will work with the 
balance of letting go and engaging wholeheartedly. 
Jack Shea is a nationally known theologian and 
storyteller. 
 
Paula D’Arcy  
Healing our World from the Inside 
Out: A Day of Retreat  
March 31  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
What better way to enter Holy Week than to pause 
and take a deeper look at the way we are all living 
our lives? What happens when we stop believing 
that change will only happen “out there,” and begin 
to realize that we are the world, and healing begins 
from the inside out? The day promises to be 
reflective, informative and transformative. Paula 
D’Arcy is a well known writer, playwright, retreat 
leader and conference and seminar speaker.  
 

Join the Spiritual Journaling Group on Mondays at 
2:30-4:00 p.m. and read Paula’s Waking Up to This 
Day to prepare for Paula’s visit.  
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Pray the Labyrinth 
Walk the Labyrinth and find a deeper place as you journey within.  Saturday, 
March 24 from 2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  See our parish website for more 
information. 
 
Stations of the Cross 
Fridays at 6:00 p.m. in church throughout Lent. Led by parish families, praying                                             
the stations is appropriate for all ages.  
 
Taizé Prayer 
Friday, March 23 - following Stations in our church, join in Taizé Prayer, an 
ecumenical form of prayer consisting of song, scripture, light and meditation. 
 
Family Rosary  
Thursdays in Lent (except Holy Thursday) 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room. 
 
Evening or Morning of Meditation 
Watch The Pilgrimage: The Daily Practice a DVD by Laurence Freeman ~ 
Meditate ~ Share ~ Friday, March 9 at 7:00 p.m. or Saturday, March 10 at 9:00 
a.m.  

Kolbe House Online Lenten Retreat 
 
A Lenten retreat that fits perfectly with busy schedules.  Each 
Monday in Lent, you will receive an email that contains a reflection 
prepared by a Kolbe House chaplain or volunteer who ministers to 
youth detained at the Cook County Juvenile Detention Center.  
The theme: Listening: Quieting ourselves to the presence of God, 
will be presented through the Lenten Sunday scriptures and 
questions for reflection.   
 
The response and commitment to the retreat is strictly up to each 
individual.  A simple email to kolberetreat@aol.com is all that is 
required to participate.  No other obligation is asked.  
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Lenten Bridges to Contemplative Living: Living Your Deepest Desires 
This is a different program from last year by the same editors. If you joined us last year it will 
continue your spiritual journey.  If you are new this is a perfect place to start. This program will 
gently lead participants on a journey toward spiritual transformation and a more contemplative 
peace-filled life.  Contemplative living is a way of responding to our everyday experience by 
consciously attending to our relationships. It deepens our awareness of our connectedness to 
others and this becomes a meaningful direction in our lives. Bridges does not require an academic 
background in theology or spirituality. The program will involve weekly readings and time for 
reflection questions that will be discussed in small groups that will meet in homes or the Parish 
Center. The times are listed below. Register online or in the Parish Center.  
 
Open Our Hearts 
Open Our Hearts is a Lectionary-based, small-group faith-sharing program. The book includes 
daily scripture meditations and a weekly program for lively discussion. Sunday gospel texts are 
printed right in the booklet, and citations with brief commentaries on the first and second readings 
appear as sidebars. Group sessions link the scriptures with informative and practical commentary 
and reflection questions, space for written responses, prayers, and suggested activities help 
reinforce the week’s message. This is the perfect format for those looking for a first time Lenten 
experience or for those seasoned veterans. Join us this year in this new series here at St. John of 
the Cross. There is a separate group for seniors. Register online or in the Parish Center. 
                                                  

    Please circle your choice(s) 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bridges to Contemplative Living  
Starting date is Feb. 22                                          
Please check your time preferences:                                    
 
Monday        9:30-11:00 a.m. ___   
Wednesday 12:00- 1:30 p.m. ___ or 7:30-9:00 p.m. ___   
Thursday     12:00-1:30 p.m. ___  or 7:00-8:30 p.m. ___   
Friday           7:00-8:30 p.m.  ___ 

Name________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone_________________________________Email_________________________________________   
(A one-time $6 free will offering is suggested.) 

Open Our Hearts 
Starting date is Feb. 22    
Please check your time preferences: 
 
Monday 1:30-2:30 p.m.___ 
Thursday, 9-10 a.m.___ 
Friday, 1-2 p.m.___ (Seniors Only) 
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During the Lenten season we are immersed into the mystery of the Church as 
we prepare for Easter. We are invited to pray, give alms and fast, disciplines that 
strengthen us on our Lenten journey. Along with 13,000 faith communities 
across the U.S., our parish will participate in Catholic Relief Services’ Lenten 
Operation Rice Bowl to demonstrate solidarity with the poor around the world. 
Operation Rice Bowl invites us to pray with our families and faith communities, 
fast in solidarity with those who are hungry, and learn about our brothers and 
sisters around the world, and give sacrificial contributions to help those in need. 
(75% of Operation Rice Bowl donations help fund development programs 
designed to increase food security around the world. 25% of the donations 
support hunger and poverty alleviation efforts in dioceses within the U.S.) 
 
At Mass on Ash Wednesday and on the weekend of February 25-26 each parish 
family will receive a Rice Bowl to fill with spare change and a Lenten calendar 
with prayers, recipes and reflections. Each week in Lent we will learn about 
hunger and poverty in a different country: Madagascar, Vietnam, El Salvador, 
Zambia, India and the U.S. Families with children can participate in special 
activities each week planned just for them (found on our parish website) that will 
help them deepen their awareness of needs throughout the world. Your Rice 
Bowl donations can be brought to Mass on Palm Sunday, April 1st. Watch the 
bulletin and website each week as we learn, pray, fast and give to those who are 
poor and hungry. 
 
Let’s join together this Lent to help reduce poverty in the world. 
May the words of the gospel continue to ring in our ears and 

prompt us to follow the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food” (Matthew 25:35). 
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God of the poor,  
we long to see Your face. 

You tell us, “Whatever you  
did for one of these least 

you did for me.” 
May we recognize You  
in each of our brothers  

and sisters.   
May our prayers and  

fasting unite us with those 
who hunger. 

May we share of our 
blessings with those in 

need. Amen. 

What do you hope to 
achieve  during your 

Lenten journey? 
      This Lent, I will: 
 
 
 
Consider prayer, fasting, 

community service, 
sacrificial giving, or a 
combination of these 
activities.   Post this 

commitment in a 
prominent place, review it 

throughout Lent, and 
celebrate your progress. 

D id  Y ou K n ow ?  
More than one billion people, or over one sixth of 
the planet’s population, are suffering from hunger. 
This number is greater than the populations of the 
U.S., Canada and the European Union combined. 
 
Malnutrition and diseases related to hunger cause 
about six in ten childhood deaths in developing 
countries, or approximately five million per year.  
 
Enough food is produced globally to feed 
everyone, but many people are hungry because 
they lack land to grow food or money to purchase 
it. 
 



 

Lenten Customs… 
Throughout Lent, Catholics 14 years and older abstain from meat on Ash 
Wednesday and on all the Fridays of Lent. SJC offers meatless meal ideas on our 
website and in our bulletin. 
 
Fasting is observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by Catholics who are 18 
years of age but not yet 59. Fasting is also encouraged for Holy Saturday. 
 
Those who are fasting may take only one full meal. Two smaller meals may be taken 
to maintain strength according to one’s needs, but we refrain from eating solid foods 
between meals.  

Practice fasting by… 
♦ Joining the Church in its observance of the Lenten Fast 
♦ Choosing to add your own day of fasting each week 
♦ Abstaining from negative talk and attitude such as gossiping, complaining, stereotyping, etc. 
♦ Incorporating a new and helpful discipline into your schedule (exercise, study, new volunteer 

commitment, etc.) 
♦ Identifying and changing the choices, actions, and habits that keep you from being fully alive. 

Our SJC Lenten Experience at a Glance… 
Ash Wednesday, February 22: 6:30 a.m., 7:45 a.m., 9:15 a.m. school , 6:30 p.m. Masses and 4:00 p.m. Word Service 
Men’s Club, Fr. Kevin Feeney: Christ and the Community of the Beautiful, Thursday, February 23, 7:00 p.m. 
Operation Rice Bowls & Calendars at all Masses on Ash Wednesday and Saturday-Sunday, February 25-26  
Stations of the Cross Friday, February 24, 6:00 p.m.  
Women’s Club Retreat Friday, February 24-Saturday, February 25  
Trip to St. Thaddeus Sharing Parish Sunday, February 26  
Jack Shea at The Well: Remembering What Really Matters Sunday, February 26, 1:00 p.m.  
Traci Matheu: Survivor from the Lost Generations of Catholics Thursday, March 1 at 7:00 p.m. 
Stations of the Cross Friday, March 2, 6:00 p.m.  
Crossroads Annual Parish Fish Fry Friday, March 2, 6:00 p.m.  
Stations of the Cross Friday, March 9, 6:00 p.m.  
Evening of Meditation Friday, March 9, 7:00 p.m. 
Morning of Meditation Saturday, March 10, 9:00 a.m. 
Fr. Frank Desiderio leads our Parish Mission Sunday, March 11 - Wednesday, March 14  
Stations of the Cross Friday, March 16, 6:00 p.m.  
Stations of the Cross, Taizé Prayer follows Friday, March 23, 6:00 p.m 
Pray the Labyrinth Sunday, March 25, 2:00-8:00 p.m.   
Parish Reconciliation Service Tuesday, March 27, 7:00 p.m.  
Stations of the Cross Friday, March 30, 6:00 p.m. 
Paula D’Arcy at The Well: Healing our World from the Inside Out: A Day of Retreat Saturday, March 31, 9:00 a.m. 
Crossroads Easter Basket Project Palm Sunday, April 1  
Return your Operation Rice Bowl Donations at any Mass Palm Sunday, April 1  
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OPERATING INCOME AND EXPENSES FOR TOTAL PARISH  
FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012 SECOND QUARTER REPORT 

   
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each quarter we share our financials with parishioners. For the six month period ending December 31, 2011 
the parish is operating on budget. Some points to note on our financial picture: 
 
• While the regular Sunday Offertory Collection ($896,000) still reflects the wonderful generosity of our 

parishioners, alone it is not sufficient to meet church expenses ($962,000). 
 
• The revenue surplus shown above can be attributed to gifts from very generous parishioners and 

foundations and the school’s Annual Fund. Notably, our Christmas Collection totaled $285,000 which 
was slightly lower than last year, but greater than budgeted due in large part to a single donor.   

 
• In sum, our figures show a positive picture for the first half of the year, however, as we move through the 

second half of the year, our expenses are projected to outweigh income which is accounted for in our 
budget.  

 
• The $132,657 annual net income figure shown above is an operating deficit. When sources of 

extraordinary income (which cannot be budgeted for) such as special investment income and our Annual 
Catholic Appeal rebate are factored in, we expect to finish the year with a positive net income of $6,000. 

 
• Our Legacy capital campaign is not included in the figures shown above as it is kept separate from 

regular operations. For the six month period ending in December, 2011 Legacy donations totaled 
$617,000 with $131,000 in expenses paid. 

 
Our new website can accommodate parishioners interested in making their Sunday and holy day donations 
electronically via our secure online payment option. Giving electronically is a win-win for both parishioners 
and the parish. It is not only convenient, flexible, and 100% secure for parishioners, but it is environmentally 
friendly and reduces the parish’s envelope printing, postage and administrative costs. Importantly, it also 
provides the parish with more consistent cash flow which allows for better financial management.  
 
⇒   Just go to www.stjohnofthecross.org 
⇒   Click on the Giving Tab and  
⇒   Click on the Donate Now button on the left side of the screen. Your gift can be transferred from your 

 checking account or your credit card directly to our parish.  
⇒   You will receive electronic acknowledgements each time you make a donation. A record of each gift 

 will appear on your monthly statement. 
⇒   If you do not have access to a computer, you can also give electronically via a paper form available 

 in the Parish Center. 
 
Each spring our parish staff works with the Finance Council to prepare a budget for the next fiscal year 
which begins July 1st. Much time and effort goes into evaluating both income and expenses to ensure that 
we faithfully steward our parish resources.  We look forward to updating you with our progress on the budget 
as well as our third quarter numbers as they become available.  
 
Thank you again for your continued generosity and support. If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
MJ Martin (mjmartin@stjohnofthecross.org) or Fr. David (ddowdle@stjohnofthecross.org). 

 
 
 
 

Total Income 
 

Total Expense 
 

Net Income (Deficit) 

Actual Total 
2 Quarters 

July 2011-Dec 2011 
 

$3,295,306 
 

2,662,320 
 

632,986 

 
Annual Budget 

July 2011-June 2012 
 
$5,284,043 

 
5,416,700 

 
(132,657) 

Budgeted Total 
2 Quarters 

July 2011-Dec 2011 
 

$3,315,526 
 

2,691,911 
 

623,615 



This Lent, spark a fire in your faith by joining the YC 

Council in welcoming Traci Matheu,  

author of “A Survivor from the Lost Generation of Catholics”.  

Traci will share her inspiring story and help 

revive your faith in strong Catholic beliefs 
and share experiences to strengthen family values 

in today’s ever-changing world.  

                                                                                                   

Join us in the Parish Center on  
Thursday, March 1st at 7:00 p.m. for the 

presentation and hospitality.  

The mission of the Youth Catechesis Council (YCC) is to provide leadership and direction 
to the Youth Catechesis Program and advocacy for the children and families in the program. 
YCC Members: Laurie Smillie, Ellen Meyer, Colleen Fritzsche, Cindy Blum, Katie Larmon, 
Nancy Montana, Megan Brennan, Sharon Gardner, Madonna Muscarello, Michelle Fink, 
Carolyn Ferguson, Mike McGinn, and Michelle Snorewicz 
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Youth Cateches is   

YC Love Day!! 
Fourth grade students invited someone they LOVE into their classes last week, so share a special LOVE activity and a LOVE prayer 
service that included a blessing. Thank you to all those who helped with LOVE DAY and in a special way to all our special LOVED 
ones who attended.  
 

YC Schedule 
Classes K-6 10:15-11:30am     Sunday, Feb 26, March 4 
   6:15-7:30pm        Monday, Feb 27, March 5 
FFC/Preschool Noon-1:30 pm      Sunday, March 4 
Home Groups and Special Needs       Sunday, Feb 26 

No YC classes 
February 19/20 

Bring a friend and enjoy 
the evening together.  
This free event is hosted by the YC 
Council, reserve a seat at 708-246-6760.  
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This Week at SJC School! 

First Graders planned the All School Liturgy! 

Preschool students enjoyed a Valentine’s Day Tea! 

Second Grade was hard at work in the Science Lab! 

WHEN:    February 29, 2012      
                 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. or 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
WHERE:  St. John of the Cross Parish Center 
COST:     $11.54  ($10 plus $1.54 processing fee)  
                 Pre-register online 
 
“Our high-pressure, high stakes culture has 
invaded our schools and children’s lives, 
creating unhealthy, disengaged, unprepared 
and stressed-out youth.”  You can help make 
a difference! 
 
Nationally recognized documentary by Vicki Abeles a 
former Wall Street attorney, who was inspired by 
watching her 12 year old daughter, while being treated in 
the Emergency Room for stress related illness.  For more 
information or to register online visit:  

www.racetonowhere.com  

Race To Nowhere 
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Crossroads    Ka e Hayes, Director 
khayes@stjohno hecross.org 

Feb. 20 FMSC service day meet 1:30 p.m. at SJC 
Feb. 25 Work Tour & Conference Formation meeting 
Feb. 26 Home Group Meetings 
March 2 Fish Fry benefitting work tour trips & conferences 
March 11 Home Group meetings 

March 15-18 Kairos Junior/Senior Retreat weekend 
April 1 Easter Basket Project Teens arrive 3 p.m  
second graders arrive 4:30 p.m. 

We need to confirm leaders by Feb. 28 so planning can begin: 
Basketball Coordinator & Coach for girls AND Spring Mass April 29, 5 p.m. - 2 adults & 2 teens 

SPACES ARE still AVAILABLE FOR 
Summer 2012 Work Tours + Conferences 

 
DATES for local trip finalized: June 17-22 
This week invites teens, college students, and 
adults to share together as we serve with a 
sharing parish! 

 
First formation meeting, which includes 
fundraiser prep planning is Feb. 25th! 
 
Info packet AVAILABLE ONLINE 
www.stjohnofthecross.org/crossroads/service 

Our 4 U 2 concert stories are being 
shared on our Crossroads website: 
www.stjohnofthecross.org/
crossroads  
Here’s the Light being shared by 

Kayla Wingert:  
“Blessed are they who 
hunger and thirst for 
justice, for they shall 
have their fill……” 

LAST CHANCE TO JOIN US! 
Volunteer on Monday to serve at FMSC! 
Gather at SJC 1:30 p.m., carpool to 
Aurora, package food and learn about 
FMSC for 2 hours and return to SJC by 
5:30 p.m.  
Email kwojo1@gmail.com to see if there 
are any spots left!  
 

CROSSROADS partners with the SJC Men’s Club  
for a fabulous Lenten Fish Fry 

Friday March 2, 2012 
 

Tickets will be sold before and after Masses THIS WEEKEND & 
NEXT so you can skip the lines & enjoy the tasty food! 

 
Teens attending trips will be selling tickets, so ask them about their adventures ahead  and 

encourage their efforts to serve and grow in faith! 
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Monday, February 20  (President’s Day) 
 10:30 a.m. 11th Step Christian Meditation 
  2:30 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
  2:30 p.m. Spiritual Journaling  
Tuesday, February 21 
  8:30 a.m. YC Cluster Meeting 
  1:30 p.m. Sr. Josephine’s Bible Study 
  3:00 p.m. Pray the Rosary 
  7:00 p.m. RCIA 
  7:00 p.m. School Board Meeting   
Wednesday, February 22 (Ash Wednesday) 
Masses are at 6:30 a.m., 7:45 a.m., 9:15 a.m. school 
Mass, 6:30 p.m., 4:00 p.m. Word Service 
  9:30 a.m. Bible Study 
  2:00 p.m. Christian Meditation 
  3:30 p.m. Archdiocesan Theology Course 
  7:30 p.m. Christian Meditation  
Thursday, February 23 
  2:30 p.m. Market Day Pick-up  
Friday, February 24 
  9:00 a.m. Mom’s Club 
  7:00 p.m. Catholicism Series episode 10   
Sunday, February 26 
 11:45 a.m. New Parishioners Hospitality 

This Week @ SJC 
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Volunteer training for Adventist St. Thomas 
Hospice begins Tuesday, March 13 for 9 weeks, 
from 9 a.m. until noon at the hospice office, 119  E. 
Ogden, Hinsdale. Call Barb Zerby, Volunteer 
Coordinator, 630-856-6998 to register or for further 
information.   

Welcome!!  
New Parishioners’ Meeting  

There will be a New Parishioners’ meeting on 
Sunday morning, February 26 after the 10:45 
a.m. Mass in the Parish Center.  
This meeting is for people who have recently 
joined the parish or for new parishioners who 
want to register. This is not only an 
informational meeting, but also a chance to get 
an overview of our parish life and to meet 
some new families. Babysitting will be 
available free of charge in the Parish Center. 

RITE OF SENDING 
Adults seeking to find out about the Catholic Faith through our RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF 
ADULTS (RCIA) Program here at St. John of the Cross have been continuing their journey (begun last 
September) with a period of catechesis.  This has been a time of learning more about the Word of God, 
the teachings of the Church, the community, prayer and apostolic works of service for others.  It has been 
an important time to deepen their understanding of what it means to be Catholic.     
                                                                                
On Sunday, February 26 at our 10:45 a.m. Mass, we will be celebrating the RITE OF SENDING.  At this 
ritual, our parish family formally sends Glenn Aldridge (our Catechumen) for Election, and Bruce Harken, 
(our Candidate for full Communion) for Recognition by Auxiliary Bishop Rassas at Holy Name Cathedral 
later that afternoon.  Each of them will place their signature in our parish BOOK OF THE ELECT which 
will then be presented at the Cathedral.  A milestone in the RCIA process, the Church will formally ratify 
Glenn’s readiness for the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) and Bruce’s 
readiness to be received into full Communion with the Catholic Church (since Bruce was baptized 
Presbyterian years ago) at our parish Easter Vigil Mass on April 7th. 
 
Please join us as we continue with them on their journey of deepening 
their relationships with God and the Church community.       

Catholicism Series Episode 10: World 
Without End—The Last Things will be shown on 
Friday, February 24 at 7:00 p.m. Fr. Barron 
presents the Catholic vision of death, judgment, 
heaven, hell and purgatory as he journeys to 
Florence, Ireland and Rome. The vision of the 
Church sees beyond this world without end. Fr. 
Barron shows how this vision is supported by 
the mystery and truth of the Resurrection of 
Jesus. 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Jas 3:13-18; Mk 9:14-29 
Tuesday: Jas 4:1-10; Mk 9:30-37 
Wednesday:  Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51; 2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2;  
  Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25 
Friday:  Is 58:1-9a; Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Lk 5:27-32 
Sunday:  Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25; 1 Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15 

Patricia Cebula, mother of Carol 
Judy Grezlak, mother of Debbie Marshall, 

grandmother of  Riley and Trinity 

Eternal Rest Grant unto These, O Lord 

Lord Hear Our Prayer 
Pray for our Sick 

Madison Marie, 
daughter of Anthony and Kristen (Tagliere) Ciabattari 

Baptisms  

Mass Intentions  
Monday, February 20 
       6:30 Parishioners 
       7:45 Emily Swietek; Anthony Rosati  
Tuesday, February 21, St. Peter Damian 
       6:30 David Gallagher; Robert and Gertrude  
                Lawinger  
       7:45 Ann Grecco; Geraldine Mazur  
Wednesday, February 22, Ash Wednesday        
       6:30 John Pecis  
       7:45 Susanne Walsh; John Pecis 
       6:30 Irene Russell  
Thursday, February 23, St. Polycarp 
       7:45 Michael J. Brady; Irene Russell  
Friday, February 24         
       7:45 Purgatorial; Katie Courtemanche  
Saturday, February 25 
       8:00 Lisa Bailey; Janice Veome  
       5:00 John Den Besten; Margaret O’Hagen  
Sunday, February 26, First Sunday of Lent 
       7:30 SJC  & St. Thaddeus Parishioners 
       9:00 Thomas McCarthy; Stanley Jugovich 
     10:45 Ann Grecco; Patricia Swain 
     12:15 Alexander Sobey; Patricia Hamilton 
       5:00 Robert Kirchgessner; Michael Brady 

God of love, 
ever caring, ever strong, 

stand by us in our time of need. 
Watch over             who is sick, 

Look after him/her in every danger, and 
grant him/her your healing and peace. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

Colin Campbell 
Garth Christie 

Denny Dine, Sr. 
Mark Glassgow 

John Grand 
Christopher Grant 

Karen Hult 
Ruth Ilg 

Emily Johanns 
Gerri Kuzma 
Olga Matusik 

William McMahon 
Linda Meyers 

Tom Muldowney, Sr. 
Nancy Olin 

Greg Palaschak 
Marion Pascale 
Matthew Pecis 

Raymond Principe 
Margaret Prost 
Arlene Rehak 

Emerson Roessler 
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Father Kevin Feeney  

“Christ and the Community of the Beautiful:  
The Transforming Power of Beauty  

in Our Spiritual Lives”  
 

Thursday, February 23, 2012, 7:00 p.m. 
Parish Center 

 
Our Men’s Club has rescheduled Speaker, Fr. Kevin 
Feeney! Father Kevin Feeney is the Vice President 
and Dean of Formation at the nation's largest 
Catholic seminary, University of St. Mary of the 
Lake/Mundelein Seminary. We are fortunate to once 
again have this highly sought after Retreat Master 
speak to us. His  presentation will be on the  images 
and actions which shape us and the community into 
Christ. All men of the parish are encouraged to 
attend. 

The SJC Women’s Club generates 
funds in support of Catholic education 
by awarding scholarships to 8th grade 
and high school students of St. John of 
the Cross Parish who plan to attend a 
Catholic high school.  
Timeline for Applications  
February—Completed Applications Due 
April—Scholarship Committee meets 
and notifies awardees 
 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY REMINDER 



Who?   St. John of the Cross Parishioners 
What?  Invitation to attend 9:00 a.m. Mass with our Chicago sharing parish, St. Thaddeus 
When? Sunday, February 26, (8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.) 
Why?  For 45 years, St. John of the Cross and St. Thaddeus have shared resources, talents and 
gifts with each other to live the words of the Gospel. Each year, St. Thaddeus invites us to 
celebrate Mass with them on the last Sunday of Black History month. 
 
Children are especially welcome to experience Mass with an African American tradition, share in 
the meal and fellowship following Mass and learn about an important figure in African American 
culture. Those attending without a parent will need a completed permission form.  
 
Reserve your space on the bus by calling the Parish Center, 708-246-4404. Be at the Parish 
Center ready for an 8:00 a.m. departure on Sunday, February 26. 

Plan now to celebrate a Black History Liturgy on Sunday, February 26, with the parish with 
which we first established a sharing relationship, St. Thaddeus.    
 

Black History  Month L i turgy at  St .  Thaddeus 

Sharing in a sacramental life and  
Thankful for God’s blessings 
 
 
The clergy and parishioners are 
Holy people  
Adhering to the Gospel they are 
Devoted to the Catholic faith and 
Dedicated to helping others where they 
Enhance life in their community by 
Utilizing their God-given talents while  
Singing God’s praises at all times. 



DUPLEX
ELECTRIC

708-387-9400
Expert Troubleshooting
Electrical Rehab/Repair

Greg Fiflis – Parishioner
www.duplexelectricservice.com

JOHN C. SKREKO, DDS
GENERAL DENTIST Since 1981

CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

• Reconstruction
• Root Canals 
• Extractions, Oral Emergency

Indian Head Park
708-246-1263

Salon & Spa
• Hair • Nails • Make Up
• Body Care • Massage

800 Hillgrove Ave., Ste 200
Western Springs 708.784.1300

michaelgrahamsalon.com

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 
Fine painting of walls, ceilings & woodwork

Wallcovering removal & installation
Staining & varnishing woodwork

Complete painting/staining of exteriors
Installation of chair & crown moldings,

baseboard & shoe moldings

John Wilson
jwilsonpainting@yahoo.com
Cell (630) 337-8946
Office (708) 246-5604
Parishioner

COMPASSIONATE HOME CARE
• Meals • Personal Care • Companionship
• Light Housekeeping • Laundry • Errands

630.323.7231 www.MaryAndMikeCare.com
Michael & Mary Doepke, RN • ParishionersState Licensed

WE’RE NEW!

Mirabella’s
HAIR SALON

Quality Work – Affordable Prices

6950 S. Wolf Rd.
Indian Head Park 708.246.7400

Basic Perm only Reg. $75 Now Only $49.95
(Cut, Style not Included)

$20 Off Elite Cut & Color Reg. $91 Now $71
(Long, curly, extra product may be additional charge)

W/this ad, not valid w/ other offers.

HEATING & COOLING
708.352.3131JC ASK FOR

PARISHIONER

DISCOUNTwww.JCComfort.com

009239 St John of the Cross Church (B)

ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH FRY — EVERY FRIDAY!!
$5 1/2 LB. ANGUS BURGER EVERY MONDAY • LIVE MUSIC

COZY COTTAGE PARTY ROOM & BEER GARDEN
• Weddings • Rehearsal Dinners • Birthdays
• Communions • Baptisms • Retirement Parties
• Graduations • Corporate Meetings • Luncheons
8869 BURLINGTON AVE. 708.485.8787
BROOKFIELD www.IrishTimesPubChicago.com

ALLAN E. POWER
Plumbing & Heating

Plumbing Repairs, Sewer Rodding
Bathroom Remodeling Lic #058-132085
352-1670      804 Arlington, La Gr.

Alexandria Z. Meccia, M.D.
DERMATOLOGY ASSOCIATES OF LAGRANGE

Parishioner                    708.482.3213
5201 S. Willow Springs Rd.

Suite 430                                       LaGrange

Our Family Keeping Your Family Comfortable Since 1951

Call Hoekstra Today! (630) 968-0896

Valuable Coupon
Save $10 Off Your Annual
Furnace or A/C Tune-Up,
Save $25 Off A Combo!

Special Parishioner Discount

Rob’s on the Job
Handyman Service

Repairs - Maintenance - Assembly
We’ll turn your “Honey Do” list into a “Honey Done” list

630-441-0648
www.RobsontheJob.com

Insured                                                              Bonded

POLSKI WYROB WEDLIN FRESH & SMOKED POLISH SAUSAGE
HOMEMADE PIEROGI EUROPEAN IMPORTED FOODS

DINNERS TO GO PARTY PLATTERS / CATERING
7145 S. Kingery Hwy., Willowbrook

(SE Corner Plainfield & Rt. 83 Next to Michael’s)

630.655.2200 www.LassakDeli.com

Drs. Battistoni + Beam Ltd.
Practice 
specializing in 
orthodontics

708-352-4500
922 S. La Grange Rd.
La Grange, IL 60525

www.awesomebraces.com

Dr. Thomas S. Flach
Dr. Clodagh T. Ryan

Family Practice
• Pediatrics • Women’s Health
• Adult Medicine • Geriatrics

Most Insurance PPO, HMO, Medicare
512 Hillgrove Ave. 708.246.4376
Western Springs Parishioner

NOTRE DAME FAMILY CENTER
Rev. James Watzke, Ph.D.

Depression - Anxiety - Stress
Family - Separation - Divorce

Sub Abuse - Medicare - Español
Oakbrook Terr. 630.691.1114

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Business Slow?
Advertise In This Bulletin!

Businesses that advertised
throughout a recession...grew 256%

more than the businesses
that chose not to advertise.

—MCGRAW HILL LABORATORY OF ADVERTISING PERFORMANCE

Call 1-800-621-5197 ex 2704 today for a FREE ad design.

323-4610
Restoration & Collision Work
515 Blackhawk Dr., Westmont

Al Machacek, Owner

Maloney & Company, Ltd.
Certified Public Accountants & Consultants

Specializing in Personalized Accounting, Tax and Consulting Services
For Individuals and Family Owned Businesses

7650 S. County Line Road, Burr Ridge, IL 60527
Dan Maloney, Parishioner      Email: dan@maloneycpa.com      (630) 887-0500

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Additions
Dan Madden
Parishioner 246.8898708

Gregg Communications Systems, Inc.
Telephone Equip. Voiceover IP (VoIP)

38 Years in Business
Mary Dine 630-571-7000 www.greggcomm.com

Independent Senior Living in Downtown LaGrange

708.354.7600        www.lagrangepointe.com

CHICAGO TILE BROKERS

CUSTOM INSTALLATIONS

• NATURAL STONE

• GLASS • CERAMIC

708.259.8955
WESTERN SPRINGS

ADRIAN GONZALEZ, PARISHIONER

Full Service Women, Men & Children
First Time Client Only - Offering 

$5.00 Off Men & Children Cuts
$10.00 Off Women Cuts

$15.00 Off Chemical Services

James Apostal
Paolo Romano 

Susie Karey
Lauren Ottley

708-784-0777
Call for Convenient Appointments

and Walk-Ins Welcome
923 Burlington Ave., Western Springs

EMIL J. COGLIANESE, JR.

COGLIANESE
FUNERAL HOME

7508 SOUTH COUNTY LINE RD.
BURR RIDGE, IL 60527  630-654-8484

Law Office of
Kevin J. Moore, P.C.

Parishioner
• Business Law
• Civil Litigation

708.246.1595
4365 Lawn Ave., Ste 7

Western Springs
www.KJMooreLaw.com

PC MD
PC & MAC Sales & Service

Networking • WIFI • Internet
(630) 789-3971 Tom

support@pcmd.com         www.pcmd.com
WE STILL MAKE HOUSE CALLS!

FAMILY DENTISTRY
Kevin E. Collins, DDS, PC
475 W. 55th St., La Grange

Office 354-5575
After Hours Emergency – 354-2281

John F. O’Connell III, D.D.S.

Restorative and Implant

General Dentistry

930 N. York Rd., Suite 120

Hinsdale, IL 60521

(630) 455-1666

ALLMAKE
APPLIANCE

REPAIR
All Major Kitchen

And Laundry
Appliances Repaired

579-5262
325-5100

LIZA’S TOUCH
Full Service Hair Salon

Anniversary Sale

Inside Hair Salon Suites
6972 S. Wolf Rd.
Indian Head Park 708.783.1910

50% OFF
$10 OFF

Ist Time Client
Haircut

Color, HiLites
LowLites  Perms

VINCENT T. VERSACI, DDS, PC
GENERAL DENTISTRY

4471 Lawn Ave., Ste. 200    Western Springs
(708) 246-6006

www.VersaciDental.com

NEW MANAGEMENT
UPDATED MENU

QUALITY MEALS PREPARED DAILY
5545 S. LAGRANGE ROAD

COUNTRYSIDE • 708.352.3600
WWW.BEEFNBRANDY.COM

Jesus
A to Z

Michael O’Neill McGrath, OSFS

A colorful Catholic ABC book
for kids and families! Includes
a glossary of questions to help

adults pass on their Catholic faith.
007199 9 x 12 Hardcover

$16.99 each • Special Offer — 2 for $25.00!

800-566-6150 www.wlpmusic.com



WINE TASTINGS • EVENT PLANNING • GIFTS

On York • ½ Block North of Ogden Ave.

3821 S. York Road, Oak Brook • 630-325-6550

ZAWASKI & ZAWASKI
Real Estate Appraisers & Consultants, Ltd.
------------------------------------

3848 Lawn Avenue
Western Springs, IL 60558

Office: (708) 784-1445 • FAX (708) 784-1446

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
PROVIDING DISTINGUISHED

SERVICE SINCE 1923
COUNTRYSIDE

1025 W. 55th Street
708-352-6500

DOWNERS GROVE
301-75th Street
630-964-6500

Canvas, Aluminum, Retractables
708-596-4434   1-800-339-6522

Pisa Pizza
WE DELIVER

708-352-0008
5440 S. LaGrange Rd., Countryside
www.pisapizza.samsbiz.com

pvwealthmgt.com
708.246.2366

4365 Lawn Ave
Western Springs

LAGRANGE
CUSTOM

CONCRETE, INC
UNIQUE SURFACES OUR SPECIALTY

• PATIOS • DRIVEWAYS • WALKWAYS

• GARAGE FLOORS
FREE ESTIMATES JOHN JAMROZIK

708.354.2445

504 Hillgrove • Western Springs
708.286.1100 • www.CombsEyeCare.com
Comprehensive Family Eye Care for ages 3-103!

Optometrist
Irene D. Combs, O.D.

High-Definition Vision

Village HARDWARE
“Help is just around the corner”
835 Burlington  •  Western Springs  •  708-246-0892

MON. THU. 8 AM-8 PM;  TUE. WED. FRI. 8 AM-7 PM 
SAT. 8 AM-5:30 PM;  SUN. 9 AM-3 PM

KIRSCHBAUM’S BAKERY
Quality and Variety

Wedding & Party Cakes
825 Burlington Ave.

Western Springs         246-2894

Air Conditioned Restaurant & Carry Out-Seating for 200-Delivery Service
CALL 354-4500   YOUR ORDER WILL BE READY 5525 LA GRANGE RD.

OPEN DAILY
11:00 AM
DAILY &
SUNDAY
2:00 PM

FOOD
&

LIQUOR

009239 St John of the Cross Church (A)

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work

Lic# 055-026066
Parishioner Discount
708-652-1444

• INSTALLATION OF BRICK PAVERS

AND OUTDOOR MASONRY

• LANDSCAPE DESIGN & BUILD

• PAVER MAINTENANCE & SEALING

FREE
ESTIMATE

www.prairiepathgroup.com

Since 1990

708.354.2182

Carol L.
Klima
Martin

Attorney At Law, Parishioner
• Real Estate • Trusts • Probate 
Licensed in Illinois & Florida

(708) 246-7570

The
COMMUNITY BANK of WESTERN SPRINGS

A branch of Hinsdale Bank & Trust Company®

1000 Hillgrove Ave., Western Springs, IL 60558  708-246-7100

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

We Are Casual Dining
$5.00 OFF your total bill when

you spend $25.00 or more.
MUST BRING IN THE COUPON TO BE VALID AND

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
• Small Banquets • Gift Certificates Available
800 Hillgrove Ave., Ste 100

Western Springs 708.783.1500
www.800westrestaurant.com

• On-Site Adult Care Facility
• Homemaker Services

• Senior Social Activities
• Personal Care

(At Home or At Our Facility)
Alexandra Sulik, RN MSN NP

708.299.4364
www.youngathearthc.info

Complete Psychological
Evaluation & Treatment

Individual - Marital - Family
Lorraine D. D’Asta, Ph.D.

and Associates
HINSDALE                 655-9040

BILL BRENNAN
Agent

• Auto • Home • Life • Health
• Long Term Care • Bank
643 S. LaGrange Road

LaGrange 708.354.1180
Billinsuresme.com 

Bill@Billinsuresme.com

CLEANING SERVICES
Homes, Condos, Offices

Honest, Family Owned Business
Excellent References, Low Prices

312-375-2674  (New Number)

BRINGING YOUR CARPETS BACK TO LIFE!
• REPAIR • RESTRETCHING • SALES • CUSTOM INSTALLATION

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

DAVID THOMPSON 630.418.2193

Dwight A. Frey, DDS, PC

630.323.4060
Complimentary Exam and Consultation

28 W. Chicago Avenue • Hinsdale
FreyOrtho.com

915 BURLINGTON AVE.
WESTERN SPRINGS, IL 60558
708-246-0380

Mon.-Fri. 8-6 - Sat. 8-5:30
Sundays (Seasonal) 10-4

www.caseymarketonline.com

Val Vlazny
Attorney At Law

• Trusts • Wills • Taxes
Parishioner      630-357-8668

CONBOY’S-WESTCHESTER
FUNERAL HOME

A Family You Can Rely On...
Today and Tomorrow.

10501 W. Cermak Road, Westchester

708-562-5900
Parishioner

Peter Conboy

Jean Conboy Hanson

Matthew Conboy

ACT-SAT TEST PREP
(The Route to a Higher Score)

Individual Sessions
Flexible Scheduling 

Local Availability 708-505-4351
higherscore@comcast.net

GARAGE DOORS
AND OPENERS

Family Owned & Operated Since 1947
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

CUSTOM GLASS SECTIONS
SALES & SERVICE

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATE
708.458.2345  www.AR-BE.com

Ask For Parishioner Discount

National Academy of

Elder Law Attorneys, Inc.

MEMBER

academy of
special needs

planners
Charter Member Since 2006

Massage Therapy and Spiritual Direction
• Deep Tissue • Pregnancy
• Swedish • Energy Work
Sr. M. Clancy, SSND

IN PRACTICE SINCE 1990
LaGrange Park
Homer Glen

Gift Certificates Available

PATH TO
RELAXATION

708.288.9065

• Siding • Soffit • Fascia
• Gutters • Roofing

FREE
ESTIMATES

Ask For Parishioner Discount
www.goreckiexteriors.com

708.670.4146

Chimney Repairs & Restorations • Chimney Liners & Caps • Tuck Pointing
New & Restoration Masonry • Glass Block Windows
Concrete Patios • Sidewalks • Stairs & Driveways

*Parishioner Discount*
Tel: 630.849.1156 • www.MidlandMasonryInc.com

FREE ESTIMATES • FREE CONSULTATION • LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

CAMEO
ENDODONTICS

Practice Limited to Endodontic
Therapy and Dental Implants

(708) 579-0488
Keith Sommers, DDS, Parishioner

• 475 W. 55th Street, Suite 208, LaGrange
• 3116 Oak Park Ave., Berwyn

• 7234 W. North Ave., Elmwood Park
www.cameoendo.com


