














FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

YEARB

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
Protect us, our God,
from all the evil
that would attract us
away from your love.
May we be loyal to you
and worship you
above all the things
which you have made.
We ask you to do this
through Christ, our Lord.

SEASON OF LENT
All of the readings of Lent focus on our

brokenness and God's fidelity. Some of
the readings focus on the redemption yet
to come, others on our need to renew our
acceptance of that redemption. All of
them, in the context ofliturgy, call us to
examine our lives, acknowledge our sin,
and trust in the love and saving power of
our faithful God. All of them invite us to
renew our baptismal promises at the
Paschal Vigil.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:
We live in a world of broken promises.
Our readings for this first Sunday

focus on the fidelity of God and our share
in that fidelity through baptism. Our first
reading is the conclusion of the story of
the flood. The rainbow, a sign of "the
covenant made with all living creatures,"
reminds us that God is always faithful. In
the Gospel, Mark recalls Jesus' baptism
and reminds us that even baptism does
not exempt us from the temptation of
straying from the covenant. Jesus meets
the test and emerges victorious. His
victorious proclamation is a call to us to
renew our own fidelity to the covenant
and to our baptismal promises, by
changing our lives and believing in
the Gospel.

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-15
This is a reading from the book of Genesis.
God said to Noah and his children:
"I am making a covenant with you,
and with your children for all time,
and with every living creature on earth.
This is my covenant with you
that will last forever:
I promise that never again
will a flood destroy the earth
and all living creatures.
As a sign of this covenant,
I am putting my rainbow in the sky.
When I bring clouds over the earth,
and a rainbow appears in the sky,
I will remember the covenant
I have made with you,
and with all living creatures. "

The Word of the Lord.

RESPONSE: Psalm 89

Your love and your prom-is-es are true,O my God, are true! __
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